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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent a semiconductor 
wafer from slipping out of a vertical wafer boat. 

SOLUTION: Supports 14 comprised in a vertical wafer 
boat are each provided with protrusions 20. A hollow 
cylindrical roller 28 formed of SiC thin film is 
arranged on the upside 26 of the protrusion 20, and a 
silicon wafer 22 is supported by the protrusion 20 
through the intermediary of the roller 28. When the 
silicon wafer 22 is thermally expanded in a 
high-temperature heat treatment, the roller 28 is rolled 
in the radial direction of the wafer 22, so that thermal 
expansion of the silicon wafer 22 is not restrained. 
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